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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend claims 1 and 1€ a.s rollov/s. The following 
listing of claims will replace ail prior versions/ and listings, 
of claims in the applica-ioii. 

Listing of Claims: . . 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended).. An au-o io.;using apparatus 
comprising: 

an image pickup section which has an imaging plane on which 
a subject image is formed, and generates an image signal; 

a focusing section for selectively executing: (i) an 
ordinary mode of reading an image signal from an entirety of the 
imaging plane of said image pickup section and performing 
focusing at an ordinary frame rate, and (ii) a high speed mode of 
reading an image signal from .a predetermined portion of the 
10 imaging plane of said image pickup section arid performing 
focusinq at a high speed frame r&te; 

an operation section for instructing a release operation; 

and 

a control section for preferentially selecting the high 
j 5 speed mode depending on an image signal from the predetermined 
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portion of the imaging plane, first after a sv.art of the release 
operation, and for se"!ectinq the ordinary mode depending on an 
image signal from bhe encirety o| the 'imaging plane r when the 
control section determines >zo rsil to d.iow the focusing in the 
v0 high speed mode. 



Claim 2 (Withdrawn) . An apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said focusing section determines brightness of a subject 
on the basis of the imago signal, and sei«cts the high speed mode 
and the ordinary mode in accordance with a first brightness and a 
second brightness lower Lnan the' first brightness r respectively - 

Claim 3 (Withdrawn) . An apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said focusing section defects .a battery remaining 
quantity,, and selects th* high *>peed mod*:' and the ordinary mode 
in accordance with a first >nagnitude or r.he remaining quantity 
and a second magnitude lower than the first magnitude, 
respectively. 

Claim 4 (Canc^ll^d) 




PAGE 4/14 * RCVD AT 3/16)2004 1:06:44 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-08 




Mar. 16.2004 1:09PM FRISHAUF & PARTNERS ' . No. 931 1 P. 5/14 



App In. NO- C9/T6U,fi(M 

Amendment dated March J 5, 2004 

Eteply id Office Action oi December V*, 2(W 

Claim 5 (Withdrawn) . f\n apparatus according to claim I, 
wherein said image pickup section includes a focusing lens for 
locusing a subject image on the Imaging plane, drives the 
focusing lens at an ordinary frame rate in tho ordinary mods, and 
drives the focusing lens at a high speed frame rate in the high 
.speed mode. 

Claim 6 {Withdrawn) . An apparatus according to claim 5, 
wrierein said focusing section arives the iocu^ing lens at 1/30 
sec intervals in the ordinary mode, a:ia drive;* the focusing lens 
at IV 60 sec intervals in rih* high speed mode. 

Claim 7 (Withdrawn - . Previously Presented) . An apparatus 
according to. claim 5, wnereLn said locusing section calculates an 
evaluation value in an io locus state on the nasis of the image 
signal from the entirety of the imaging plane, and sets the 
focusing lens at a position corresponding to a peak of a 
plurality of evaluation vai.ias obtained with movement of the 
focusing lens in the ordinary mode, 

Claim 8 (Withdrawn) , An apparatus .v.ccording to claim 5, 
wherein said focusing section ea'i cular,es an evaluation value in 
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an in focus state on the ba.^is ot an imaqe signal from a central 
portion of the imagine/ plane, «nd :sety the focusing lens at a 
5 position corresponding Lj ci peak', of a plural i;;y of evaluation 
values obtained with mov^me^T t 1- ^ focusing lens in the high 
speed mode , 

Claim 9 (Withdrawn) . An apjparacas according to claim 8, 
wiierein ^:aid focusing section includes a gate circuit for 
receiving an image signal from the pradeLorminud portion and 
discarding an image signal from a por-io 1 ' ot.h«r than the 
predetermined portion at iigh rate Ln chc high speed mode, and 
means for evaluating an in focus, state or. the basis of the image 
signal from the predolcrm.'.n-xl po-rticn- 

Claim 10 (Withdrawn) . An apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said focusing section sets a .-nail display area of an 
auto focusing area of a f^n'ier in the'hiv.-n sp^cd mode, and sets a 
large display area ot th:: auto focusing area of the finder in the 
5 ordinary mode. 

Claim 11 (Withdrawn) , An apparatus ac.corv1i.ng to claim 1, 
wherein said image pickup ' sect ion includes a focusing lens for 
focusing a subject image on the imaging plane, and said focusing 

-'JO • 
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section decreases a feed amount of the focusing lens per frame 
5 interval in the high speed mode, and Increase:? a feed amount of 
Lhe focusing lens per fr.ime interval in :.he ordinary mode. 

Claim 12 (Withdrawn) . c \n apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said image pickup section includes a focusing lens for 
focusing a subject image on the imaging plane, and said focusing 
section sets a feed anou.it: of the focusing lens per unit time in 
the high speed mode to b'3 i^r-ger than tlva- in "-.he ordinary mode. 

Claim 13 (Withdrawn). An apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said focusing aecl'.ion includes an evaluation value memory 
for storing an autofocus evaluation - Vrilue, and means for 
accessing said evaluation vjilue memory from address 0. regardless 
of whether said focusing section is;dFiv*?n in ihe ordinary mode 
or the high speed mode. 

Claim 14 (Withdrawn) , An apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said focusing section includes a display unit for 
displaying a picture, and means for always displaying an image 
obtained immediately before setting- of the hign speed mode on 
5 said display unit in Lhe high speed m^de, and displaying a motion 
picture on said display unit in the ordinary mode. 




PAGE 7114 < RCVD AT 311612004 1:06:44 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-08 



Mar. 16. 2004 1:10PM FR1SHAUF & PARTNERS 



No. 9311 P. 8/14 



Appin. No. 09/160,504 

Amendment dated March 16, 2004 

Reply Co Office Action of December 15, 2003 

Claim 15 (Withdrawn - ?revi'ous 1 y Presented) . An apparatus 
according to claim l f wherein' sa.id focusing section sets a number 
of frames driven at a high .speed frame rate Lo an even number 
wneti the high speed mode is switched *;o I ne ordinary mode. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended),- An apparams according to 
claim 1, wherein the control section includes a processor which 
determines to fail to allow the .focusing i.n the high speed 
mode by checking whether £ peak x r al'_ic or gn a-.tt o-f ocusing 
evaluation value is indefinite dye to an erro-". 

> 

Claim 17 (Cancelled^ . 

Claim IB (Previously Presented) , An apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the control .section determines whether the 
release operation is canceled when the focusing is determined, 
and executes the focusina wnert the release operation is 
cancelled. 

Cla.im 19 (Previously Presented) . An apparatus according to 
claim l r wherein the control section determines whether the 
release operation is canceled whft-n tha focusing is determined, 

-B- 
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and determines whether to .perform another release operation when 
Lhe release operation is nor. cancel led. 



Claim 20 (Cancelled) . 
t 
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